




























































climate change, including reducing GHG emissions to 1990 levels by 2020. In an effort to implement the 
measures of the CAP, a development checklist evaluates a new project's consistency with the CAP, and with 
project approval identifies which GHG emission reduction measures would be implemented. 

Section 15064.4 of the CEQA Guidelines sets forth guidance for determining the significance oflmpacts from 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions. Described quantitatively or qualitatively, the guidelines evaluate impacts from a 
paiiicular project in consideration of existing environmental setting, applicable thresholds of significance, and 
compliance with regulations and requirements adopted to implement the mitigation of greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

Section 15064 (h)(3)of the CEQA Guidelines specifies that a project's contribution to a cumulative effect may 
be found 'not cumulatively considerable' if the project will comply with the requirements in a previously 
approved plan or mitigation program, including plans or regulations for the reduction of greenhouse gas 
emissions. Butte County has adopted a Climate action Plan (CAP) for the reduction of greenhouse gases. The 
CAP provides measures that achieve a 15% reduction below 2006 emissions levels by 2020. Since the project 
does not require General Plan or Specific Plan amendments, GHG emissions from the project may be consistent 
with the CAP by demonstrating consistency with the CAP policies in the CAP checklist. The project may be 
able to rely on the CAP's environmental findings for the purposes of GHG emissions and climate change, rather 
than identifying separate project-level emissions. 

Projects that wish to demonstrate consistency with the CAP must demonstrate consistency with all applicable 
measures and action items from the CAP. 

Discussion 

a) Less Than Significant with Mitigation. The proposed project is the clearing and grading of 1.55 -acres 
of land, and the construction of a single-family residence that would contribute to the existing 
greenhouse gas inventory for Butte County. Construction and grading activities of future development 
would also create greenhouse gas emissions, primarily from the use of heavy equipment. Residential 
development would generate direct emissions through the consumption of electricity, natural gas, and 
propane, as well as from fuel usage for landscaping equipment. 

To reduce the anticipated increase by the proposed project in GHG emissions ultimately created, the 
CAP development checklist review identified GHG reduction measures from the Butte County 
Climate Action Plan. Implementation of Mitigation Measure #1 (below) would ensure the project's 
consistency with the CAP and that impacts from GHG emissions are less than significant. 

b) No Impact. The Butte County General Plan and Butte County Climate Action Plan establish numerous 
policies relative to greenhouse gases. Future development of the project parcel would increase GHG 
emissions, although on a limited scale. Due to the limited development potential of the project site, 
the anticipated increase in emissions would not conflict with the applicable with GHG emissions 
reducing policies. 

Mitigation Measure #1: 

Place the following note on all grading, building and site development plans: "To the extent feasible, 
the developer shall implement the following measures at the time of development to offset the 
anticipated contribution of greenhouse gas emissions from residential development: 

• Suppo1i expansion of renewable energy systems 

o Prewire all new residential development to support photovoltaic system installation. 
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• Support efficiency in vehicles and landscaping equipment 

o Install electrical vehicle outlets on external walls or in garages in all new residential 
development. 

• Improve fuel efficiency of equipment during construction-related activities 

o Minimize idling time either by shutting equipment off when not in use or reducing 
the time of idling to no more than 3 minutes. 

o Use clean or alternative fuel equipment." 

Plan Requirements: The note shall be placed on all grading, building and site development plans. 

Timing: Shall be implemented prior to issuance of grading, building and site development permits for 
the subject property. Construction-related measures shall be adhered to throughout all grading and 
construction periods. 

Monitoring: The Butte County Depmtment of Development Services and the Public Works 
Department shall ensure that the note is placed on all grading, building and site development plans. 
The Planning Division will ensure that future residential development includes the applicable measures 
during Building Permit review. Building inspectors shall spot check and shall ensure compliance on
site. 

4.8 Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

Would the project: 

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the 
environment through the routine transport, 
use, or disposal of hazardous materials? 

b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the 
environment through reasonably foreseeable 
upset and accident conditions involving the 
release of hazardous materials into the 
environment? 

c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle 
hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, 
substances, or waste within one-quarter mile 
of an existing or proposed school? 

d) Be located on a site which is included on a list 
of hazardous materials sites compiled 
pursuant to Government Code Section 
65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a 
significant hazard to the public or the 
environment? 
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Less Than 
Potentially Less Than No 

. Would the project: Significant 
Significant With 

Significant Impact 
Mitigation 

e) For a project located within an airport land 
use plan or, where such a plan has not been 
adopted, within two miles of a public airport 

X 
or public use airport, would the project result 
in a safety hazard for people residing or 
working in the project area? 

f) For a project within the vicinity of a private 
airstrip, would the project result in a safety 

X hazard for people residing or working in the 
project area? 

g) Impair implementation of or physically 
interfere with an adopted emergency response X 
plan or emergency evacuation plan? 

h) Expose people or structures to a significant 
risk ofloss, injury or death involving wildland 
fires, including where wildlands are adjacent X 
to urbanized areas or where residences are 
intermixed with wildlands? 

Setting 

The prope1iy is located in an area designated by CAL FIRE as a High Fire Hazard Severity Zone (GP EIR, 
Figure 4.7-1). 

Discussion 

a) Less Titan Significant Impact. Grading and construction activities associated with the 
development of the proposed project would involve the use of potentially hazardous materials, 

. including paints, cleaning materials, vehicle fuels, oils, and transmission fluids. However, all 
potentially hazardous materials would be contained, stored, and used in accordance with 
manufacturers' instructions and handled in compliance with applicable standards and regulations. 
Permanent storage or usage of large quantities of hazardous materials is not anticipated within the 
project site. However, iflarge quantities were stored at the project site, the owner would be required 
to obtain a Hazardous Materials Business Plan. Within the project site, for residential maintenance 
and cleaning, it is more likely that only small household quantities of publicly available hazardous 
materials (e.g., paint, maintenance supplies) may be routinely used. These materials would not be 
used in sufficient strength or quantity to create a substantial risk of fire or explosion, or otherwise 
pose a substantial risk to human or environmental health. The proposed project would not involve 
the routine transpo1i, use, or disposal of hazardous materials, and would not result in such impact. 

b) No Impact. The proposed grading activities and site stabilization measures are not anticipated to 
result in a release of hazardous materials into the environment. Site stabilization measures should 
not use hazardous materials that could be released into the environment. It is not anticipated that 
large quantities of hazardous materials would be permanently stored or used within the project site. 
Similarly, the project would not emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous materials. 
Therefore, implementation of the proposed project would not create a permanent significant hazard 
to the public or environment through the routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials. 
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c) No Impact. Grading and clearing activities do not involve any em1ss1on or handling of any 
hazardous materials, substances, or waste within one-quarter mile of an existing school. No 
existing or proposed school facilities are located within a one-quarter mile radius of the project site. 

d) No Impact. A review of regulatory agency databases, which included lists of hazardous materials 
sites compiled pursuant to California Government Code Section 65962.5, did not identify any sites 
at or adjacent to the project site that have used, stored, disposed of, or released hazardous materials. 
The project does not involve the use or creation of hazardous materials. 

e) No Impact. The proposed project site is not located within an airport land use plan or within two 
miles of a public airp01i and the project would not result in permanent structures that expose people 
to a safety hazard. 

f) No Impact. The proposed project site is not located within the vicinity of a private airstrip and the 
project would not result in permanent structures that expose people to a safety hazard. 

g) Less Than Significant Impact. The project site is located in a Very High Fire Hazard Severity 
Zone and is within a State Responsibility Area. As such, the project is required to develop 
consistent with the requirements of Public Resources Code Sections 4290 and 4291. The proposed 
project does not include any actions within the roadway that would physically interfere with any 
emergency response or emergency evacuation plans. The project would not result in an increase in 
traffic, and thus would not reduce the current level of service of the area road network. 

h) Less than Signfficant Impact. The property is located in an area designated by CAL FIRE as a 
Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone (GP EIR, Figure 4.7-1). The project involves the grading and 
leveling of land and the removal of vegetation from the graded portion of the site. Development 
of the proposed accessory/shop building will be required to be consistent with the requirements of 
Public Resources Code Sections 4290 and 4291. 

Mitigation required: None. 

4.9 Hydrology ancl Water Quality 

Would the project: 

a) Violate any water quality standards or waste 
discharge requirements? 

b) Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or 
interfere substantially with groundwater 
recharge such that there would be a net deficit 
in aquifer volume or a lowering of the local 
groundwater table level ( e.g., the production 
rate of pre-existing nearby we! ls would drop 
to a level which would not support existing 
land uses or planned uses for which permits 
have been granted)? 

c) Substantially alter the existing drainage 
pattern of the site or area, including through 
the alteration of the course of a stream or 
river, in a manner which would result in 
substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site? 
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Would the project: 

d) Substantially alter the existing drainage 
pattern of the site or area, including through 
the alteration ofthe course ofa stream or 
river, or substantially increase the rate or 
amount of surface runoff in a manner which 
would result in flooding on- or off-site? 

e) Create or contribute runoff water which 
would exceed the capacity of existing or 
planned stormwater drainage systems or 
provide substantial additional sources of 
polluted runoff? 

f) Otherwise degrade water quality? 

g) Place housing within a 100-year flood hazard 
area as mapped on a federal Flood Hazard 
Boundary or Flood Insurance Rate Map or 
other flood hazard delineation map? 

h) Place within a 100-year flood hazard area 
structures which would impede or redirect 
flood flows? 

i) Expose people or structures to a significant 
risk of loss, injury or death involving 
flooding, including flooding as a result of the 
failure of a levee or dam? 

j) Inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow? 

Setting 

Flooding 

Potentially 
Less Than 

Less Than No Significant With 
Significant 

Mitigation 
Significant Impact 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Flooding events can result in damage to structures, injury or loss of human and animal life, exposure of 
waterborne diseases, and damage to infrastructure. In addition, standing floodwater can destroy agricultural 
crops, undermine infrastructure and structural foundations, and contaminate groundwater. The Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is responsible for mapping areas subject to flooding during a 
100-year flood event (i.e., 1 percent chance of occurring in a given year). According to floodplain mapping 
of the project area, the project site is located within the X zone (Unshaded). The X zone (Unshaded) is 
defined by FEMA as areas of minimal flood hazard from the principal source of flood in the area and 
determined to be outside of the 0.2 percent annual chance floodplain. 

Hydrology 

The property and grading sites generally slope to the east and drains via several Class I1I drainages tributary 
to Canyon Creek, a blue line stream that runs north to south on adjacent properties to the east, approximately 
3 miles upstream from the tributary's confluence with Lake Oroville. As discussed in the Project 
Description, an illegal grading operation in 2013 disturbed approximately 2,080 cubic yards (CY) of dirt 
encompassing two grading sites and an access road (extension of Velma Way) totaling approximately 1.55 
acres of a 57.87+-acre property. The proposed project includes reconstruction of graded slopes in the two 
graded areas at a maximum slope of 2: 1 (H:V); compacting and track walking slopes; and installation of 
jute matt and/or seeding; and installation of straw waddles as shown in the grading plans. The project also 
includes decommissioning a section of Velma Way including: grading the roadway so that it is outsloped 
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toward the downhill gradient of the hillside at a minimum 5% slope; ripping the top 24" of existing roadway 
surface to promote vegetation and tree growth; revegetating the decommissioned area per the vegetation 
plan; hydroseeding exposed areas with native grasses or application of straw mulch where slopes are greater 
than 15%; blocking the road such that vehicles cannot enter; and installing rolling dips as specified in the 
grading plan to prevent futther erosion of downhill slopes. Per the grading plan, additional erosion control 
measures will be in effect. Refer to section 4.8 (above) under Project Description. 

a) Less Than Significant Impact. As noted above, map notes for erosion control and State 
requirements for a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Permit will ensure that any erosion from 
grading activities will be mitigated to less than significant amounts. State permitting and oversight 
by the Butte Department of Public Works will ensure these measures are implemented and 
maintained. 

Construction activities associated with build-out of the project parcel can generate potential water 
pollutants, which may include sediment, and petroleum based fuels and lubricants. Construction 
activities have the potential, temporarily, to increase the sediment load of stormwater runoff from 
construction areas (i.e., disturbing soil at work area, the staging area, access road, etc.). Excess 
sediment in surface drainage pathways can alter and degrade the aquatic habitat in nearby surface 
water channels. In addition, if construction equipment or workers inadvertently release pollutants 
such as hydraulic fluid or petroleum into the identified creek, these materials could cause water 
quality degradation. 

As discussed in Section 4.6 - Geologic Processes, specific erosion control and surface water 
protection methods for each construction activity would be implemented on the project site. 
Location-specific attributes (i.e., slope, soil type, weather conditions) can influence the type and 
number of measures implemented. To minimize soil erosion and water quality degradation control 
and protection measures, or BMPs, are standard in the construction industry and are commonly 
used. Additionally, future construction activities will be subject to the National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) General Construction Activities Storm Water permit program as one 
acre or more of land will be disturbed. Project operations that are under a NPDES permit would 
also be subject to State Water Resources Control Board requirements for the preparation and 
implementation of a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) to control pollution in 
stormwater runoff from the project site. 

b) Less Than Sign(ficant Impact. A private, groundwater well(s) will provide domestic water 
services to the future residence. New development requiring a domestic water supply would 
increase groundwater extraction; however, sufficient groundwater resources are available in the 
project area to serve potential development at the site. 

Adverse impacts on ground water are not expected from activities directly associated with the 
project (e.g. regrading, revegetation and implementation ofBPMs and ECPs). Proposed activities, 
however, include future development of a single-family residence, which has the potential to affect 
the water table, but not to an extent beyond normal, anticipated residential use. The Butte County 
Environmental Health Division will evaluate the well permit at time of application. 

c) Less Than Significant Impact. The project activities include proposed project include 
reconstruction of graded slopes in the two graded areas at a maximum slope of 2: 1 (I-1:V); 
compacting and track walking slopes; and installation of jute matt and/or seeding; and installation 
of straw waddles as shown in the grading plans and the proposed construction of a single-family 
residence. The overall direction of drainage on the site will not change. The erosion BMP's will 
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serve to slow the rate of runoff from the site, not accelerate it. No streams or rivers will have their 
course altered because of project activities. 

d) No Impact. The project does not lie in an area designated as a FEMA flood zone nor is it 
immediately adjacent to any areas designated as flood zones (GP EIR, Figure 4.8-3). Furthermore, 
the project activities involve the clearing of already sloped land and potential construction of a 
single-family residence. There is no net change in the flow of water on or off the site that would 
lead to an increase in flooding on- or off-site. 

e) Less Than Signlficant Impact. Ground disturbance during grading and construction activities 
associated with construction of the single-family residence and accessory structure may alter 
existing drainage pathways so as to make surface soils more susceptible to erosive forces (i.e., 
overland flow) and/or generate enough increased runoff through removal/clearing of existing 
vegetation to increase surface erosion. As discussed in section a), above, implementation of erosion 
control measures and BMPs during construction activities will minimize soil erosion and water 
quality degradation. The Grading Plan and ECP will meet water quality standards and not result in 
excessive sedimentation. 

f) Less Than Significant Impact. Refer to Item a) above. The ultimate goal of an Erosion Control 
Plan is to prevent degradation of water quality through the prevention of sediment and pollutant 
runoff. The ECP is project specific and designed to minimize erosion, thereby protecting water 
quality. 

g-i) No Impact. The project site is not located within a I 00-year flood hazard area. Project activities 
would not result in placing housing in a 100-year flood hazard area, nor would activities impede or 
redirect flood flows. Flooding due to levee or dam failure would not expose people or structures 
to significant risk of loss, injury or death in the project area. 

j) No Impact. Although located within a seismically-active region, there are no anticipated impacts 
to the proposed project from seiche, tsunami, or mudflow, as no topographical features of water 
bodies capable of producing such events occur within the project site vicinity. 

Mitigation required: None. 

4.10 Land Use and Planning 

Would the project: 

a) Physically divide an established community? 

b) Conflict with any applicable land use plan, pol icy, 
or regulation ofan agency with jurisdiction over 
the project (including, but not limited to the 
general plan, specific plan, local coastal program, 
or zoning ordinance) adopted for the purpose of 
avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect? 

c) Conflict with any applicable habitat conservation 
plan or natural community conservation plan? 
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Setting: 

Butte County General Plan 

The General Plan represents the basic community values, ideals and aspirations with respect to land use, 
development, transportation, public services, and conservation policy that will govern Butte County 
through 2030. The land use element of the general plan designates the land use of areas within the county, 
and includes a description of the characteristics and intensity of each land use category. The land use 
designation for the project site is Timber Mountain. It is located in unincorporated Butte County, east of 
Palermo. 

Butte County Zoning Ordinance 

The Zoning Ordinance implements the goals and policies of the Butte County General Plan by regulating 
the uses of the land and structures within the County. The zoning designation of the project site and its 
intended use are as follows: 

Timber Mountain (TM). The purpose of the TM zone is to preserve Butte County's valuable 
timber resources and to protect both the economic and environmental value of these lands. 
Standards for the TM zone are intended to support the growing and harvesting of timber, pulp 
woods, and other forestry products for commercial purposes. Permitted uses include logging, 
timber processing, crop cultivation, agricultural processing, and the management of forest lands for 
timber operations and animal grazing. Extractive uses that are generally compatible with forest1y 
operations, including mining and oil and gas extraction, are conditionally permitted in the TM zone. 
The minimum permitted parcel size in the TM zone is 160 acres. The TM zone allows for one 
single-family home per parcel. The TM zone implements the Timber Mountain land use 
designation in the General Plan. 

Discussion 

a) No Impact. The project site is located in the foothills of the Sierra Nevada Mountains and is rural 
in nature, with no surrounding neighborhoods. Therefore, the project will not have an impact on 
the physical arrangement of an established community. 

b) No Impact. Grading activities took place on a 1.55 -acre site within the 57.87-acre property. The 
project includes possible construction of a single-family residence: permitted use in the TM zone. 
The proposed project is consistent with the General Plan Land Use designation of Timber Mountain 
and the TM (Timber Mountain 160-acre parcel size) zoning designation. The project would neither 
propose a change in zoning, nor conflict with any applicable land use plan, policy, or regulation of 
any agency with jurisdiction over the site. 

c) No Impact. The Butte Regional Conservation Plan (BRCP) is a joint Habitat Conservation Plan 
(HCP)/National Community Conservation Plan (NCCP) that is currently being prepared for the 
western half of the Butte County. The proposed project will not conflict, nor interfere with, the 
attainment of the goals of the yet adopted proposed plan. 

Mitigation required: None. 
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4.11 Mineral Resources 

Less Than 

Would the project: 
Potentially Significant Less Than No 
Significant With Significant Impact 

Mitigation 

a) Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral 
resource that would be of value to the region and the X 
residents of the state? 

b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally important 
mineral resource recovery site on a local general X 
plan, specific plan or other land use plan? 

Discussion 

a-b) No Impact. There are no known economically viable sources of rock materials in the immediate 
vicinity of the project site .. No mining operations have occurred on the project site or surrounding 
area and the project would not preclude future extraction of available mineral resources. The 
property is not located in a designated mineral resource zone (GP EIR, Figure 4.6-5), and thus 
would not result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that would be of value to 
the residents of the state or local importance. 

Mitigation required: None. 
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4.12 Noise 

Less Than 

Would the project: Potentially Significant Less Than No 
Significant With Significant Impact 

Mitigation 

a) Exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels 
in excess of standards established in the local 

X general plan or noise ordinance, or applicable 
standards of other agencies? 

b) Exposure of persons to or generation of excessive 
X 

groundborne vibration or groundborne noise levels? 

c) A substantial permanent increase in ambient noise 
levels in the project vicinity above levels existing X 
without the project? 

d) A substantial temporary or periodic increase in 
ambient noise levels in the project vicinity above X 
levels existing without the project? 

e) For a project located within an airport land use plan 
or, where such a plan has not been adopted, within 
two miles of a public airport or public use airport, X 
would the project expose people residing or working 
in the project area to excessive noise levels? 

f) For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, 
would the project expose people residing or working X 
in the project area to excessive noise levels? 

Setting 

The Health and Safety Element of the Butte County General Plan identifies land use compatibility standards 
for exterior community noise for a variety of sensitive land uses. Generally, for residential land uses, a 
maximum exterior noise level of 60 Ldn/CNEL decibel level is an acceptable noise environment requiring 
no special noise insulation or noise abatement features. For an interior noise level standard, the maximum 
decibel level is 45 Ldn/CNEL. 

The Butte County Noise Control Ordinance provides the county with a means of assessing and addressing 
complaints of alleged noise violations. The ordinance sets forth exterior and interior noise level standards 
that ar.e applicable to sensitive areas within Butte County, including residential uses. Among the noise 
generating activates subject to the noise ordinance are noise sources associated with construction. Provided 
machinery is fitted with correctly functioning sound suppression equipment, construction-related noises are 
subject to the noise standards of the county. These activities would be exempt if operations occur between 
7:00 a.m. to sunset on any clay except Saturday, Sunday, or a holiday, or between the hours of 9:00 a.m. 
and 5:00 p.rn. on Saturday, Sunday, or a holiday. 

A residence is located approximately 650 feet north of the grading sites. 

Discussion 

a) Less Than Sign(ficant Impact. Noise levels contributed by the proposed project would include 
construction noise from grading and during future construction and occupancy of any single-family 
residence. Construction noises associated with development of the project site would primarily be 
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from the use of heavy equipment. Typical noises contributed by a single-family dwelling include 
landscaping equipment, automobiles, power tools, domestic animals, heating and cooling systems 
and audio equipment. Grading, construction and residential occupancy noises could be perceptible 
to surrounding residences and other sensitive uses. However, they are not anticipated to result in 
generation of noises in excess of noise standards established in the Butte County General Plan due 
to the low density of the project site and the surrounding area, and because construction noises are 
temporary and would occur during typical daytime hours. 

b) Less Than Significant Impact. The use of blasting and/or pile drivers during construction activities 
would not be included as part of the proposed project. The proposed project would involve 
temporary sources of ground borne vibration and ground borne noise during grading and 
construction from the operation of heavy equipment. Operation of heavy equipment would 
generate localized ground borne vibration and ground borne noise that could be perceptible at 
residences or other sensitive uses in the immediate vicinity of the construction site. However, since 
the duration of impact would be brief and would occur during less sensitive daytime hours (i.e., 
between 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.), the impact from construction-related ground borne vibration and 
ground borne noise would be less than significant. 

c) No Impact. The proposed project does not involve uses or activities that would result in a 
substantial permanent increase in ambient noise levels in the project vicinity. Therefore, there 
would be no impact associated with a permanent increase in ambient noise levels because of the 
project. 

d) Less Than Significant Impact. The property is located in a rural area with generally low noise 
levels and is not currently subject to any significant continuous noise. Noises associated with 
grading and construction activities introduced by the proposed project would be temporary or 
periodic. Construction of residential structures would require a variety of equipment. During the 
construction period, noise levels generated by project construction would vary depending on the 
particular type, number, and duration of use of the various types of construction equipment. Noises 
generated by heavy equipment could generate noise levels in excess of exterior noise standards 
identified in the General Plan. However, given the small size of the proposed project, and that 
construction activities would occur during less sensitive daytime hours, these temporary noise 
impacts are minimal and found to be not significant. 

e, f) No Impact. The proposed project is not located within an airport land use plan or within two miles 
of a, public airport, public use airport, or private airstrip. As such, the project would not expose 
people residing or working in the project area to excessive noise levels from airports or private 
airstrips. 

Mitigation required: None. 

4.13 Population and Housing 

Would the project: 
Potentially 
Significant 

a) Induce substantial population growth in an area, 
either directly (for example, by proposing new 
homes and businesses) or indirectly (for example, 
through extension of roads or other infrastructure)? 
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Less Than 

Would the project: 
Potentially Significant Less Than No 
Significant With Significant Impact 

Mitigation 

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing housing, 
necessitating the construction of replacement X 
housing elsewhere? 

c) Displace substantial numbers of people, 
necessitating the construction of replacement X 
housing elsewhere? 

Setting: 

The population estimates for Butte County were 225,411 in 2015, 220,024 in 2010 and 203,446 in 2000, 
resulting in a total population growth of21,965 during this 15-year period (US Census). The annual average 
growth rate in the county during the 2000-2015 period was approximately 0.65 percent. The total housing 
units in Butte County was approximately 98,035 in July of 2015. 

The proposed project would possibly result in the construction of a single-family residence. According to 
the United States Census Bureau, the average household size of an owner-occupied housing unit for Butte 
County is 2.43. Based on the average household size within the county, and the potential number of housing 
units that could be constructed on the parcel, the proposed project could add 2 to 3 new residents to the 
local population. 

Discussion 

a) Less Than Sign!ficant Impact. Population growth associated with the construction of a proposed 
single-family dwelling is expected. Any employment generated by grading activities would be 
temporary and drawn from the local work force, and would not create a permanent housing or jobs 
that would add population to the area. 

b, c) No Impact. The project site is vacant. The project displaces no people or housing. 

Mitigation required: None. 

4.14 Public Services 

Would the project: result in substantial adverse 
physical impacts associated with the provision of new 

Less Than or physically altered governmental facilities, need, the 
construction of which could significant 

Potentially Significant Less Than 
cause Significant With Significant 

environmental impacts, in order to maintain Mitigation 
acceptable service ratios, response times or other 
performance objectives for any of the public services: 

a) Fire protection? X 

b) Police protection? X 

c) Schools? X 

d) Parks? X 

e) Other public facilities? X 

Setting 
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The General Plan reflects Butte County's commitment to provide needed public services, infrastructure and 
facilities that are accessible to and benefit all county residents. Applicants pay adopted fee(s) at the time of 
building permit to pay a proportionate share of fire, police, school, parks, and other governmental services. 

Fire Protection 

The Butte County Fire Department (BCFD) and the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
(CALFIRE) provide fire and emergency services to the entire unincorporated county population, protecting 
over 1,600 square miles, with the exceptions of the Cities of Chico and Oroville, the Town of Paradise and the 
El Medio Fire Protection District. Services include the following; fire control for structural, vegetation, 
vehicular and other unwanted fires, emergency medical services and rescue response, hazardous materials 
response, flood control assistance, public safety education, vegetation management, and fire law 
enforcement/arson investigation. 

Sheriff Services 

The Butte County Sheriffs Office is responsible for law enforcement, criminal investigation, and crime 
prevention in the unincorporated areas of Butte County. 

Schools/Public Education 

The County Office of Education, Butte Community College, California State University, Chico and local 
school districts provide public education in Butte County. The local school districts provide elementary and 
secondary education to the municipalities and unincorporated areas of the county, while the Office of Education 
offers special education programs and other related services to the individual districts within the county. Butte 
College is a two-year community college and California State University, Chico is a four-year university. Figure 
PUB-I of the General Plan show School districts. 

Parks 

Butte County, offers a wide variety ofrecreational opportunities to residents and visitors. Figure PUB-2 of 
the General Plan depicts Federal, State, and local recreation lands. 

Solid Waste 

The Butte County Public Works Depaiiment assumed the daily operational responsibility of the Neal Road 
Landfill Facility in 2003. The Neal Road Landfill accepts municipal solid waste, ine1i industrial waste, 
demolition materials, and special wastes containing non-friable asbestos and septage. Current projections 
suggest the landfill has the operational capacity to last through 2034. 

General Governmental Services 

Butte County provides a wide variety of mandated services to resident of both incorporated and unincorporated 
areas with the county. Services include behavioral health services, public health services, supp01iive services, 
social services, veterans' services, among many more. 

Discussion 

a) Less Than Sign[ficant Impact. Butte County Code requires the payment of fire protection impact fees 
to help offset the impacts that new residential development has on the fire protection services. Fire 
protection impact fees are paid at the time of building permit issuance for a dwelling unit. 

b) Less Than Sign[ficant Impact. The Butte County Sheriffs Office provides law enforcement service to 
the project area. Implementation of the proposed project would increase the police service calls to the 
vicinity beyond existing conditions. This would be a direct result of the development of the single-family 
residence and the resultant increase in population. The cumulative impact of increased development in 
rural areas affects the ability of the Sheriff's Depaiiment to provide adequate police services to outlying 
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areas. Project related impact fees, collected at the time of building permit issuance, offset the project's 
increase in demand for police services. 

c) Less Than Significant Impact. Any residential development at the site would result in an incremental 
demand for school facilities in the area. The project site is located in the Oroville Union High and Pioneer 
Union Elementary School Districts. Butte County assesses a development impact fee for school facilities 
at the time of residential development to offset any potential impact to area school facilities. The statewide 
average student yield factors ("student generation rate") are as follows: 

Statewide Avera!!e Student Yield Factors 
Elementaty School District 0.5 students per dwelling unit 
High School District 0.2 students per dwelling unit 
Unified School District 0.7 students per dwelling unit 

California Department of General Services (https://www.dgsapps.dgs.ca.gov/OPSC/ab1014/sab50-
01 instructions.pdf) 

The fee amount will be determined and calculated as of the date of application for the building permits. 
While school districts maintain that these fees do not fully mitigate the impacts of the project, the County 
is precluded from imposing additional fees or mitigation by state legislation. 

d) Less Than Significant Impact. The project would result in the potential development a single-family 
residential dwelling, which would not create significant impacts to area parks and facilities. See discussion 
4.15 - Recreation for more detail. 

e) Less Than Significant Impact. The project would result in added need for County services, such as law 
enforcement, fire protection, general services, libraries, and roads. Butte County collects various types of 
development impact fees to offset the cost and impacts associated with new residential units. These fees 
vary depending on the dwelling type, and are collected at the time of development. 

Mitigation required: None. 
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4.15 Recreation 

Potentially 
Less Than 

Less Than No 
Would the project: Significant With 

Significant Mitigation Significant Impact 

a) Would the project increase the use of existing 
neighborhood and regional parks or other 
recreational facilities such that substantial X 
physical deterioration of the facility would 
occur or be accelerated? 

b) Does the project include recreational facilities 
or require the construction or expansion of 

X 
recreational facilities, which might have an 
adverse physical effect on the environment? 

Discussion 

a) Less Than Significant Impact. The project falls within the boundaries of the Feather River 
Recreation & Park District. No significant population growth (0-5 persons) associated with the 
proposed project will generate an increase in demand for existing public or private parks or other 
recreational facilities that would either result in or increase the physical deterioration of the facility. 

b) No Impact. Project activities does not include recreational facilities. 

Mitigation required: None. 

4.16 Traffic and Transportation 

Potentially 
Less Than 

Would the project: Significant With 
Significant Mitigation 

a) Conflict with an applicable plan, ordinance or 
policy establishing measures of effectiveness 
for the performance of the circulation system, 
taking into account all modes of 
transportation including mass transit and non-
motorized travel and relevant components of 
the circulation system, including but not 
limited to intersections, streets, highways and 
freeways, pedestrian and bicycle paths, and 
mass transit? 

b) Conflict with an applicable congestion 
management program, including, but not 
limited to level of service standards and travel 
demand measures, or other standards 
established by the county congestion 
management agency for designated roads or 
highways? 
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Potentially Less Than Less Than No 
Would the project: Significant With Significant 

Mitigation 
Significant Impact 

c) Result in a change in air traffic patterns, 
including either an increase in traffic levels or 

X a change in location that results in substantial 
safety risks? 

d) Substantially increase hazards due to a design 
feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous 

X intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm 
equipment)? 

e) Result in inadequate emergency access? X 

f) Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or 
programs regarding public transit, bicycle, or 

X pedestrian facilities, or otherwise decrease the 
performance or safety of such facilities? 

Discussion 

a,b) Less than Significant. The project has the potential to introduce a single-family residence and 
accessory structures and uses that would generate minimal long-term changes in traffic volumes. 
There will be approximately 9.52 vehicle trips per day for a future single-family residence (ITE, 
1997). The proposed project would not conflict with an applicable plan, ordinance, or policy with 
regard to the effectiveness of the performance of the circulation system. The proposed project 
would not generate permanent traffic, as it would not construct homes or facilities. The grading 
permit would utilize construction equipment to complete stabilization of the site, but it would not 
increase permanent vehicular trips because it would not result in development on site. Therefore, 
the project would have a less than significant impact associated with transportation or traffic. 

c) No Impact. Within the vicinity of the project site, there are no public use airports. The project site 
is located outside the compatibility zones for the area airports. Therefore, the project does not result 
in a change to air traffic patterns, including increases in air traffic levels or safety hazards. 

d) No Impact. Velma Way via Pritchett Drive provides access to the prope1iy from Oro Quincy 
Highway. The issuance of a Grading Permit, and any site stabilization would not substantially 
increase hazards due to a transpo1iation design feature. This project does not propose new roadways 
and will result in the restoration of a po1iion of Velma Way. Additional grading of Velma Way is 
required for interim (emergency) erosion control. 

e) Less Than Significant Impact. No existing residential uses are located on the project site; the 
project may introduce a single-family residence and accessory structures and uses (potentially 
including an accessory dwelling unit). The proposed project may generate a permanent increase in 
traffic volumes but not enough to cause the existing road network to have inadequate emergency 
access. 

f) Less Than Sign(ficant Impact. The proposed project has the potential to generate a permanent 
increase in population growth to the project area however, there are no alternative transportation 
facilities within the project area, and thus the project will not cause an increase in demand for 
alternative transportation facilities, or otherwise decrease the performance or safety of such 
facilities. 

Mitigation required: None. 
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4.17 Tribal Cultural Resources: 

Would the project cause a substantial adverse 
Potentially Less Than Less Than No Reviewed 
Significant Significant Significant Impact Under 

change in the significance of a tribal cultural Impact with Impact Previous 
resource, defined in Public Resources Code Mitigation Document 

Incorporated section 21074 as either a site, feature, place, 
cultural landscape that is geographically defined 
in terms of the size and scope of the landscape, 
sacred place, or object with cultural value to a 
California Native American tribe, and this is: 
a. Listed or eligible for listing in the California 

Register of Historical Resources, or in a local 
X register of historical resources as defined in 

Public Resources Code section 5020.l(k) or 
b. A resource determined by the lead agency, in its 

discretion and supported by substantial evidence, 
to be significant pursuant to criteria set fmih in 
subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code section 
5024.1. In apply the criteria set forth in X 
subdivision (c) of the Public Resources Code 
section 5024.1, the lead agency shall consider 
the significance of the resource to a California 
Native American tribe. 

Discussion: 

a) & b) Less Than Signfficant. A Tribal Cultural Resource is a site feature, place, cultural landscape, 
sacred place or object, which is of cultural value to a Tribe. According to Butte County constraints 
mapping, the project site is located in an area considered to have a high archeological sensitivity. 
Often such sites are in foothill areas, areas with high bluffs, rock outcroppings, areas overlooking 
deer migratory corridors, or near bodies of water. The project site is located in the foothills of the 
Sierra Nevada Mountain Range and possibly utilized in historic or prehistoric times. The project 
site does not contain any rock outcroppings that could have be utilized for shelter. 

Butte County staff initiated a Tribal Consultation Request with tribes that have requested formal 
notification of proposed projects within their geographic area of traditional and cultural affiliation 
per AB 52 Notification Request, Public Resources Code Section 21080.3(6 ). Two tribes have 
requested notification: the Torres Martinez Cahuilla Indians and the United Auburn Indian 
Community. It was determined after discussion with the Torres Martinez Cahuilla Indians that they 
do not identify lands within Butte County as being within their within their geographic area of 
traditional and cultural affiliation. The United Auburn Indian Community provided a map of their 
traditional and cultural affiliation area, which did not include the project site area. 

Pre-project unpermitted grading activities have disturbed 1.55 acres of the 57.87-acre project site. 
Additional grading and construction activities are limited; however, there is a potential to affect an 
unknown tribal cultural resource. To prevent impacts to resources that may be uncovered during 
additional grading and construction activities, the following note has been placed on the Grading 
Plan: #6 Sheet I of 10 and is incorporated as part of the project description: 

"Should grading activities reveal the presence of prehistoric or historic cultural resources (i.e., 
artifact concentrations, including arrowheads, and other stone tools or chipping debris, cans, 
glass, etc.; structural remains; human skeletal remains) work within 50 feet of the find shall 
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immediately cease until a qualified professional archaeologist can be consulted to evaluate the 
find and implement appropriate mitigation procedures. Should human skeletal remains be 
encountered State Law requires immediate notification of the County Coroner. Should the 
County Coroner determine that the remains are in an archaeological context, the Native 
American Heritage Commission shall be notified immediately, pursuant to State Law, to 
arrange for Native American participation in determining the disposition of such remains." 

Mitigation required: None. 

4.18 Utilities and Service Systems 

Potentially 
Less Than 

Less Than No Would the project: Significant With 
Significant 

Mitigation 
Significant Impact 

a) Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of 
X the applicable Water Quality Control Board? 

b) Require or result in the construction of new 
water or wastewater treatment facilities or 
expansion of existing facilities, the X 
construction of which could cause significant 
environmental effects? 

c) Require or result in the construction of new 
storm water drainage facilities or expansion of 

X 
existing facilities, the construction of which 
could cause significant environmental effects? 

d) Have sufficient water supplies available to 
serve the project from existing entitlements 

X and resources, or are new or expanded 
entitlements needed? 

e) Result in a determination by the wastewater 
treatment provider which serves/may serve the 
project that it has adequate capacity to serve X 
the project's projected demand in addition to 
the provider's existing commitments? 

f) Be served by a landfill with sufficient 
permitted capacity to accommodate the X 
project's solid waste disposal needs? 

g) Comply with federal, state, and local statutes 
X and regulations related to solid waste? 

The grading permit will not result in any changes to utilities; however, future development would likely be 
served by domestic water well and individual septic system based on utilization by surrounding residences. 

Discussion 

a) & b) Less Than Sign(ficant Impact. Private on-site septic systems will provide wastewater disposal for 
the proposed project. Therefore, because the project utilizes septic systems it would not have an 
impact on any wastewater treatment facilities. Grading plans demonstrate existing and proposed 
drainage patterns with the grading and terracing of approximately 1.55 acres on the project site. 
Storm water drainage facilities on the project site would (generally remain) and would be fortified 
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with erosion control measures such as waddles, and silt netting. Substantial new stormwater 
drainage facilities are not proposed; this is a less than significant impact. 

d) No Impact. Private, groundwater wells will provide domestic water services for any future 
residence(s) on the project parcel. A well permit at time of Single Family Dwelling development 
requires new or expanded water entitlements through the Butte County Environmental Health 
Division. 

e) No Impact. Private, on-site septic systems will provide wastewater disposal for the proposed 
project. A septic permit at time of Single Family Dwelling development requires septic entitlements 
through the Butte County Environmental Health Division. 

f) Less Titan Significant Impact. Construction of any single-family residence and accessory 
structures would result in a minor increase in the stream of waste deposited in the Neal Road 
Landfill. The California Integrated Waste Management Board estimates that a typical residential 
household generate 10 to 12 pounds of waste per day (1.8 to 2.2 tons per year). By the year 2034, 
the Butte County Public Works Department anticipates that the Neal Road Landfill will reach 
maximum holding capacity. 

g) No Impact. The project would not impact federal, state, and local statutes related to solid waste. 

Mitigation required: None. 

5.0 Mandatory Findings of Significance 

Potentially 
Less Than 

Less Than 
Mandatory Findings of Significance Significant With 

Significant 
Mitigation 

Significant 

a) Does the project have the potential to degrade 
the quality of the environment, substantially 
reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, 
cause a fish or wildlife population to drop 
below self-sustaining levels, threaten to 

X 
eliminate a plant or animal community, 
reduce the number or restrict the range of a 
rare or endangered plant or animal or 
eliminate important examples of the major 
periods of California history or prehistory? 

b) Does the project have impacts that are 
individually limited, but cumulatively 
considerable ("Cumulatively considerable" 
means that the incremental effects of a project 

X 
are considerable when viewed in connection 
with the effects of past projects, the effects of 
other current projects, and the effects of 
probable future projects)? 

c) Does the project have environmental effects 
which will cause substantial adverse effects X 
on human beings, either directly or indirectly? 
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Discussion 

a) Less Than Significant with Mitigation. Potential impacts to biological resources were found to be 
less than significant. In addition, the project reflects grading already completed. In addition, per 
grading plan note #6 on sheet l of 2 and Section 5, Cultural Resources, impacts have been found 
to be less than significant. 

b) Less Than Significant with Mitigation. The project is the issuance of a Grading Permit on 1.55 
acres of a 57.87-acre parcel. Impacts identified in this Initial Study are found to be less than 
significant or would have no impact on environmental resources. Adherence to applicable 
regulatory requirements, i.e., Erosion Control Maintenance Plan, Dust Suppression Plan, and other 
permits or approvals of responsible agencies would ensure less than significant cumulative impacts. 

c) Less Than Significant Impact. Based on the preceding environmental analysis and adherence to 
applicable local, state, and federal regulations, as noted in this document, the proposed project 
would not result in potentially significant cumulative, direct, or indirect adverse effects on the 
environment or human beings. 

6.0 Mitigation Measures and Monitoring Requirements 

Mitigation Measure #1: 

Place the following note on all grading, building and site development plans: "To the extent feasible, the 
developer shall implement the following measures at the time of development to offset the anticipated 
contribution of greenhouse gas emissions from residential development: 

• Support expansion ofrenewable energy systems 

o Prewire all new residential development to support photovoltaic system installation. 

• Suppoti efficiency in vehicles and landscaping equipment 

o Install electrical vehicle outlets on external walls or in garages in all new residential development. 

• Improve fuel efficiency of equipment during construction-related activities 

o Minimize idling time either by shutting equipment off when not in use or reducing the time of idling 
to no more than 3 minutes. 

o Use clean or alternative fuel equipment. 

Plan Requirements: The note shall be placed on all grading, building and site development plans. 

Timing: Shall be implemented prior to issuance of grading, building and site development permits for the 
subject property. Construction-related measures shall be adhered to throughout all grading and construction 
periods. 

Monitoring: The Butte County Department of Development Services and the Public Works Department shall 
ensure that the note is placed on all grading, building and site development plans. The Planning Division will 
ensure that future residential development includes the applicable measures during Building Permit review. 
Building inspectors shall spot check and shall ensure compliance on-site. 
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7.0 Preparers and References 

Report Preparation and Review 

Tristan Weems, Associate Planner, Butte County Development Services, Preparation 

Charles Thistlethwaite, Planning Manager, Butte County Development Services, Review 
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8.0 Consulted Agencies 

Consulted Agencies 

[ ] Environmental Health [X] Public Works 

[ ] BCAG [ ] ALUC 

[ ] Air Quality Management [ ] City of Chico 

[ ] City of Gridley [ ] City of Oroville 

[ ] CA Department of Forestry [ ] CalTrans (Traffic) 

[ ] Department of Conservation [ ] Dept. offish and Game 

[ ] Army Corps of Engineers [ ] National Marine Fisheries Service 
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[ ] 

[ ] 

[ ] 

[ ] 

Building Manager 

LAFCo 

City of Biggs 

Town of Paradise 

Central Reg. Water Quality 

Highway Patrol 

US Fish & Wildlife Service 
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8.0 Incorporation of Mitigation into Proposed Project 

Project Sponsor(S) Incorporation of Mitigation into Proposed Project: 

I/We have reviewed the Initial Study for the Grading Permit GRD17-0002 applications and particularly 
the mitigation measures identified herein. I/We hereby modify the application on.file with the Butte County 
Planning Department to include and incorporate all mitigations setforth in this Initial Study. 

Project Sponsor/Project Agent 

Project Sponsor/Project Agent 
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